














During the 1920s, Iapi oaye contained the same kinds of material as it had in earlier
years. School news, pupil lists, and curriculum offerings were presented as was social
news such as YMCA activities. Articles and cartoons urging sobriety and steady
industriousness appeared with regularity, and the Dakota translations of the Bible
continued. On February 28, 1922, Perkins Hall, home of the printing department at the
Santee school burned and left Japi oaye and The Word Carrier as well as Anpao without
a press. Two presses, one paper cutter, and all furniture were lost. For a while, lapi oaye
was printed at Springfield, South Dakota, by the Springfield Times, carrying
advertisements for an eight-by-twleve job press, a thirty-inch paper cutter, a galley press,
a bindery press, a lead cutter, and a mitering machine. By autumn, 1922, the required
equipment was set up, and publication resumed at Santee.

By the 1930s, the publication had become much more oriented toward school affairs,
serving more as a school publication and less as a community one. National and regional
Indian affairs were still given close attention, however, both in the news and editorial
columns and among the letters to the editor. John Collier’s policies and proposals,
naturally, were the object of much attention during this time. In October, 1933, the
Reverend Rudolf Hertz replaced Frederick Riggs as editor of lapi oaye. Hertz continued
until October, 1936, when Millard M. Fowler became editor, assisted by Elmer E.
Erickson. With the October 15 1936 issue, Iapi oaye became a four-page weekly
published in both languages. James Garvie was a feature writer; and Robert Brown was
interpreter. In July 1937, it once again became a four-page monthly published entirely in
Dakota. Robert Brown and F. Philip Frazier replaced Fowler as editor in September,
1937, but the latter remained on the masthead as publisher. The publication’s last editor
was Rudolf Hertz, who returned in October, 1938, and was assisted by Brown.

Iapi oaye ceased publication in March, 1939, after having run longer than any of
America’s native-language periodicals. Its longevity allows a sense of the continuum of
missionary efforts to Christianize and educate the Sioux, and the languages and content
demonstrate clearly the dual role of this and most other missionary and school
publications.



